CodeIgniter

CodeIgniter is an open source web application framework for use in building dynamic web sites with PHP. "Its goal is to enable developers to develop projects much faster than...writing code from scratch, by providing a rich set of libraries for commonly needed tasks, as well as a simple interface and logical structure to access these libraries." The first public version of CodeIgniter was released on February 28, 2006. The latest stable version 1.7.2 was released September 11, 2009.

CodeIgniter is loosely based on the popular Model-View-Controller development pattern. While view and controller classes are a necessary part of development under CodeIgniter, Models are entirely optional and are rarely needed.

CodeIgniter is most often noted for its speed when compared to other PHP frameworks. In a critical take on PHP frameworks in general, PHP creator Rasmus Lerdorf spoke at frOSCon in August 2008, noting that he liked CodeIgniter "because it is faster, lighter and the least like a framework".

Why CodeIgniter? 

Because it is:

· Runs on PHP 4

· Light Weight

· Generates Clean URLs

· Does Not Require a Template Engine

· A framework with a small footprint 

· Exceptional performance.

· Broad compatibility with standard hosting accounts that run a variety of PHP versions and configurations 

· A framework that requires nearly zero configuration 

· A framework that does not require you to use the command line

· A framework that does not require you to adhere to restrictive coding rules. 

What is Model - View - Controller?

Model - View - Controller , as the name implies, is a design pattern that allows developers to cleanly separate their code into three categories:

· Models maintain data.

· Views display data and user interface elements.

· Controllers handle user events that affect models and views.
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1. User can interact with Controller

2. Controller manipulates the user events and call Model if any model is required.

3. Model maintains the data and call View.

4. View displays data and user interface elements

5. Some times controllers directly calls views. (If Business logic is not required)

In simple words:

· User Input and Traffic Control = Controller

· Processing = Model

· Output = View

With MVC, developers can separate their code into distinct parts, making the entire application easier to develop, maintain, and extend. Furthermore, MVC frameworks are usually pretty structured, allowing the developer to concentrate on what ’ s important to the client and the project at hand and not worry about other issues that affect every project (such as security and caching).

How to configure CodeIgniter?

You can download the latest version or archived versions of CodeIgniter from http://codeigniter.com/downloads/.

Once you extract the zip file, folder structure should be like this:


Create a folder in your web directory (www in wamp, htdocs in xamp), Then copy “system” and “index.php” in to your directory. For this, I have created a folder “ci” and copied into that folder.


Now you can find some list of directories are available in “System” folder. These are the core files used in framework.


Here you can found a folder “application” contains config, models, views, controllers and other folders which can save your application files. For ease of installation and easy to access, move “application” folder into “ci” folder.


Its the time to setup your codeIgniter application. For this you need to modify 2 files

1. config.php

2. database.php

from “application/config/” folder.


First look into config.php file. Here you have to change the following things (For basic setup. You can other values for your advanced setup):

· changing base url:


to


Now, look into database.php. Here you can provide your database details. All of these values were stored as multi-dimensional array. Here you can observe a variable “$active_group” points your  default database array name. If you have one more database then just copy & paste “$db['default']” array and change with your database values. 


df

User





Controller





View





Model





1





2





3





4





5








