
S. No University Name Deadline Essay Topics

1 Purdue University Nov 1st

1. How will opportunities at Purdue support your interests, both in and out of the classroom?

(Respond in 100 words or fewer.)*

2. Briefly discuss your reasons for pursuing the major you have selected. (Respond in 100 words or

fewer.)*

2 Penn State Univeristy Nov 1st

Please tell us something about yourself, your experiences, or activities that you believe would reflect

positively on your ability to succeed at Penn State. This is your opportunity to tell us something about

yourself that is not already reflected in your application or academic records. We suggest a limit of 500

words or fewer.

3 Michigan State University Nov 1st No Essay Required

4 University of Massachusetts- BostonNov 1st No Essay Required

5 University of Massachusetts – AmherstNov 5th No Essay Required

6 Washinton Seattle Nov 15th

Please select which prompt you will use for your Coalition Essay: * 500 to 550 words.

• Tell a story from your life, describing an experience that either demonstrates your character or helped to shape it.

• Describe a time when you made a meaningful contribution to others in which the greater good was your focus. Discuss the 

challenges and rewards of making your contribution.

• Has there been a time when you've had a long-cherished or accepted belief challenged? How did you respond? How did the 

challenge affect your beliefs?

• What is the hardest part of being a student now? What's the best part? What advice would you give a sibling or friend (assuming 

they would listen to you)?

1Essay 

among 

the 4

7 University of California –DavisNov 30th

1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively influenced others, helped resolve disputes, or 

contributed to group efforts over time

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem solving, original and innovative thinking, and 

artistically, to name a few. Describe how you express your creative side.

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you developed and demonstrated that talent over time?

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or worked to overcome an educational barrier 

you have faced.

5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to overcome this challenge. How has this 

challenge affected your academic achievement?

6. Think about an academic subject that inspires you. Describe how you have furthered this interest inside and/or outside of the 

classroom.

7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better place?

8. Beyond what has already been shared in your application, what do you believe makes you stand out as a strong candidate for 

admissions to the University of California?

4 essay 

topics out 

of 8 must 

be written

8 University of California - Santa BarbaraNov 30th

1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively influenced others, helped resolve disputes, or 

contributed to group efforts over time

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem solving, original and innovative thinking, and 

artistically, to name a few. Describe how you express your creative side.

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you developed and demonstrated that talent over time?

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or worked to overcome an educational barrier 

you have faced.

5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to overcome this challenge. How has this 

challenge affected your academic achievement?

6. Think about an academic subject that inspires you. Describe how you have furthered this interest inside and/or outside of the 

classroom.

7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better place?

8. Beyond what has already been shared in your application, what do you believe makes you stand out as a strong candidate for 

admissions to the University of California?

4 essay 

topics out 

of 8 must 

be written

9 University of California IrvineNov 30th

1. Describe an example of your leadership experience in which you have positively influenced others, helped resolve disputes, or 

contributed to group efforts over time

2. Every person has a creative side, and it can be expressed in many ways: problem solving, original and innovative thinking, and 

artistically, to name a few. Describe how you express your creative side.

3. What would you say is your greatest talent or skill? How have you developed and demonstrated that talent over time?

4. Describe how you have taken advantage of a significant educational opportunity or worked to overcome an educational barrier 

you have faced.

5. Describe the most significant challenge you have faced and the steps you have taken to overcome this challenge. How has this 

challenge affected your academic achievement?

6. Think about an academic subject that inspires you. Describe how you have furthered this interest inside and/or outside of the 

classroom.

7. What have you done to make your school or your community a better place?

8. Beyond what has already been shared in your application, what do you believe makes you stand out as a strong candidate for 

admissions to the University of California?

4 essay 

topics out 

of 8 must 

be written

10 Texas A & M Dec 1st

Please select which prompt you will use for your Coalition Essay: * 500 to 550 words.

• Tell a story from your life, describing an experience that either demonstrates your character or helped to shape it.

• Describe a time when you made a meaningful contribution to others in which the greater good was your focus. Discuss the 

challenges and rewards of making your contribution.

• Has there been a time when you've had a long-cherished or accepted belief challenged? How did you respond? How did the 

challenge affect your beliefs?

• What is the hardest part of being a student now? What's the best part? What advice would you give a sibling or friend (assuming 

they would listen to you)?

1 essay 

among 

the 4

11 Texas Austin Dec 1st

Please select which prompt you will use for your Coalition Essay: * 500 to 550 words.

• Tell a story from your life, describing an experience that either demonstrates your character or helped to shape it.

• Describe a time when you made a meaningful contribution to others in which the greater good was your focus. Discuss the 

challenges and rewards of making your contribution.

• Has there been a time when you've had a long-cherished or accepted belief challenged? How did you respond? How did the 

challenge affect your beliefs?

• What is the hardest part of being a student now? What's the best part? What advice would you give a sibling or friend (assuming 

they would listen to you)?

1 essay 

among 

the 4


